
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The mission of the Crime 
Victims’ Institute is to : 
 

¶ Conduct research to exam-

ine the impact of crime on 

victims of all ages in order 

to promote a better under-

standing of victimization 

 

¶ Improve services to victims 

 

¶ Assist victims of crime by 

giving them a voice 

 

¶ Inform victim-related policy-

making at the state and 

local levels. 

$ÒȢ #ÏÒÔÎÅÙ &ÒÁÎËÌÉÎ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÅÄ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ  #6) 
Dr. Cortney Franklin is an Associate Professor in the Department of Crimi-

nal Justice and Criminology at Sam Houston State University and has 

served as the Assistant Director of the Crime Victimsô Institute from Janu-

ary 2016 through July 2017. In her role as Assistant Director, she edited 

several special research series, including human trafficking and campus 

sexual assault; published technical reports on campus victimization re-

sources, and on intimate partner violence among sexual minorities. Her 

scholarly research focuses on victimology and violence against women, 

with recent attention to criminal justice system responses to victims. She 

has published more than 30 scholarly articles and book chapters on sexual 

assault, intimate partner violence and human sex trafficking. This work has appeared or is forthcoming 

in referred journals including, Psychology of Women Quarterly, Criminal Justice and Behavior, Vio-

lence Against Women, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, Journal of School Violence, Journal of Crimi-

nal Justice, Journal of Family Violence, Violence and Victims, and Women and Criminal Justice. 

In addition to her new appointment as Director of CVI, Dr. Franklin is also the Principal Investiga-

tor on a $393,000 Office of Violence Against Women federally-funded grant to evaluate the Houston 

Police Departmentôs mandatory sexual and family violence training to facilitate victim-centered and 

trauma-informed responses to survivors of sexual and family violence. 

 

Published by 

The Crime Victimsô Institute 

College of Criminal Justice 

Sam Houston State University 

CVI’s Community 
Outreach 
 

¶ Texas Victim Services As-
sociation Board Member 

 

¶ Victim Services Coalition 
Member 



$ÒȢ "ÒÉÔÔÁÎÙ (ÁÙÅÓ ÊÏÉÎÓ #6) ÁÓ !ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ 
Dr. Brittany Hayes is an Assistant Professor in 

the Department of Criminal Justice and Crimi-

nology at Sam Houston State University. Dr. 

Hayes joined the faculty at SHSU in 2014 after 

completing her M.A., M.Phil. and Ph.D. at John 

Jay College of Criminal Justice, City University 

of New York. Her research has examined inti-

mate partner violence, particularly abuse that 

occurs during the process of separation and risk 

factors for intimate partner abuse in developing 

nations, as well as factors that influence behaviors and atti-

tudes. Her scholarly work as been published in peer-reviewed 

journals, including the Journal of Research in Crime and De-

linquency, American Sociological Review, Journal of Interper-

sonal Violence, Journal of Family Violence, and Violence 

Against Women. Recently, Dr. Hayes and Dr. Eryn OôNeal 

launched a campus climate survey at SHSU in Spring of 2017. 

 

 As part of Sexual Assault Awareness month at 

SHSU in April 2017, she was invited to speak at 

the awareness raising event, ñWalk a Mile in Her 

Shoesò and was a panelist for the screening of The 

Hunting Ground. She has chaired one Masters 

thesis committee, advised one McNair Scholar, 

and been a member of two dissertation commit-

tees. She is an editorial board member of both the 

Journal of Family Violence and the Journal of 

School Violence. In 2017, Dr. Hayes was awarded 

the Sage Junior Faculty Professional Development Teaching 

Award.  

 

CVI is excited to welcome Dr. Brittany Hayes as the new Assis-

tant Director. Dr. Hayes will work with the Director, Dr. Cortney 

Franklin, on pursuing grant opportunities and facilitating agency 

relationships to improve best practices for trauma-informed re-

sponses to victims of crime. In addition, Dr. Hayes will launch a 

special series on hate crime. 
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ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÈÅÌÐȡ 
 

.ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ $ÏÍÅÓÔÉÃ 6ÉÏÌÅÎÃÅ (ÏÔÌÉÎÅ 
ρ-ψππ-χωω-χςσσ 

 

.ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 4ÅÅÎ $ÁÔÉÎÇ 6ÉÏÌÅÎÃÅ (ÏÔÌÉÎÅ 
ρ-ψφφ-σσρ-ωτχτ 

 

.ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÏÁÌÉÔÉÏÎ !ÇÁÉÎÓÔ $ÏÍÅÓÔÉÃ 6ÉÏÌÅÎÃÅ 
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×××ȢÔÃÆÖȢÏÒÇ 
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Focus On: 

Matthew Bills 

CVI Graduate Research Assistant 

Matthew Bills began the Ph.D. 

program in Criminal Justice at 

Sam Houston State University in 

the Fall of 2017. In May of 2015, 

he earned his Bachelor of Science 

degree in criminal justice, with a 

minor in psychology, from Sam 

Houston State University. He 

continued his graduate education 

and in August of 2017, earned his  

Master of Arts degree in criminal 

justice from Sam Houston State 

University. His Masterôs thesis 

examined the role of self-control 

and risky lifestyle variables in 

predicting victimization among 

juveniles. His broad research 

interests include juvenile victimi-

zation and victimization on col-

lege campuses. He has also re-

cently been involved in a campus 

climate survey project, led by Dr. 

Brittany Hayes and Dr. Eryn 

OôNeal. 

 

Matthew will be authoring a re-

search report on hate crime in 

Texas and will be working on a 

project to assess predictors of 

repeat domestic violence calls for 

service to aid police departments 

in identifying relevant factors for 

victim service intervention. 

 

 

4ÅØÁÓ 3ÔÁÔÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ 3ÙÓÔÅÍ  
"ÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ 2ÅÇÅÎÔÓ 

 

Look for upcoming publications from the Crime Victimsõ Institute: 
 

¶ Federal Efforts to Combat Campus Crime  

¶ Bystander Intervention Efforts to Prevent Victimization  

¶ Social Disorganization, IPV, and the Rural/Urban Divide  

¶ Strangulation in Travis County, Texas  

¶ Intimate Partner Sexual Assault  

#ÒÉÍÅ 6ÉÃÔÉÍÓȭ )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅ 
!ÄÖÉÓÏÒÙ "ÏÁÒÄ 

 
Blanca Burciaga, Ft. Worth 
Director, Victim Assistance Unit 
 
Victoria Camp, Austin 
Consultant 
 
Dottie Carmichael, College Station 
Texas A&M PPRI 
 
Stefani Carter, Austin 
 
Robert Duncan, Austin 
TTU System Chancellor 
 
Ana Elizabeth Estevez, Amarillo 
District Judge 
 
Ann Matthews, Jourdanton 
Domestic Violence 
 
Rodman Goode, Cedar Hill 
Law Enforcement Teacher 
 
Henry Porretto, Galveston 
Chief, Galveston Police Department 
 
Geoffrey Puryear, Austin 
Assistant District Attorney 
 
Richard L. Reynolds, Austin 
Psychotherapist 
 
Stephanie Anne Schulte, El Paso 
ICU Nurse 
 
Jane Shafer, San Antonio 
San Antonio PD Victim Liaison 
 
Debbie Unruh, Austin 
Ombudsman 
 
Ms. Mary Anne Wiley, Austin 
Office of the Governor 
 
Mark Wilson, Hillsboro 
Hill County Sheriffôs Office 

Rossanna Salazar, Chairman 
Austin 
 
William F. Scott, Vice Chairman 
Nederland 
 
Charlie Amato 
San Antonio 
 
Veronica Muzquiz Edwards 
San Antonio 
 
Dr. Jaime R. Garza 
San Antonio 
 
David Montagne 
Beaumont 
 
Vernon Reaser III 
Bellaire 
 
Alan L. Tinsley 
Madisonville 
 
Donna N. Williams 
Arlington 
 
Kaitlyn Tyra 
Student Regent, Huntsville 
 
Brian McCall 
Chancellor 



 

We welcome your input.  

Please send issues or 

topics you would like to 

see CVI  conduct re-

search on to :   

 

crimevictims@shsu.edu 
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